
 
Submission from James Ronald Dawson 

 
Higher Education Governance (Scotland) Bill 

 

Dear Sir or Madam 

As a graduate of the illustrious University of St Andrews I am writing to express my 
concern about the upcoming Higher Education Governance (Scotland) Bill. 

As the oldest university in Scotland, St Andrews has always been a special place 
with the highest academic standards, which are consistently confirmed by various 
(also international) league tables. It has always been able to attract the best 
academic staff and students (including many overseas students, especially from the 
US, who have the potential to influence their countries favourably towards Scotland) 
and though its autonomy and excellent reputation it has been able to attract 
significant external funding. 

I feel that the Higher Education Governance (Scotland) Bill will endanger the future 
of higher education in Scotland, and consequently the future of Scotland, itself. With 
its more than 600 years of history, the University of St Andrews demonstrates 
the significant value placed on higher education in Scotland over the centuries, 
which has led to the country being considered a beacon of learning. Increased 
regulation has rarely been a positive development and in this case it will lead to 
additional costs to the universities and to the taxpayer. A lack of autonomy in the 
governance of the universities and an increased political influence on places of 
learning can only lead to uniformity and a lowering of standards. The academic 
reputations of the universities will suffer and the quality of staff and students will 
decline. The numbers of overseas students (who are so enriching at the academic 
and personal level) are likely to drop. 

What I find particularly baffling, is that the system has worked perfectly well so far 
and I fail to see why such short-sighted legislation should seem to be necessary. I 
respectfully request that the the Higher Education Governance (Scotland) Bill be 
rejected as detrimental to the future of Scotland. 

Although I currently do not live in Scotland, I have the good of this beloved country 
and its reputation (including that of its higher education) at heart, and I sincerely 
hope that my nieces, who are growing up in Edinburgh, will have access to the same 
excellent university education that I enjoyed. 

Yours faithfully 

  

James Ronald Dawson 

 


